
April 9, 2025 

 
Board of Directors 
Scatchet Head Community Club 
3742 Driftwood Drive 
Clinton, WA 98236 
 
 
Dear Members of the Board, 

We hope this letter finds you well. We are writing to propose a change to the current 
protective restrictions outlined in Section 9 of our Home Owner's Association bylaws, 
originally established in 1967. The proposed amendment aims to modernize our 
community guidelines to better reflect the evolving needs and interests of our residents. 

Specifically, in the interest of increasing community resilience and food security in a time 
of national and global uncertainty, we feel the restriction on keeping poultry, specifically 
hens, should be lifted. Chickens provide eggs, and chickens can convert food waste into 
compost that can enrich the nutritional content of fruits and vegetables grown in home 
gardens. 

We understand there are concerns around becoming a nuisance (noise, smells, pests) but 
we are confident that by working together as a community we can mitigate these concerns 
and collectively steward a resource that can ultimately strengthen our neighborhood and 
increase the overall value of our homes by providing guidance for safe and convenient care 
of our backyard flocks. 

Proposed Change to Consider 
Current Verbiage per section 9 of the Declaration of Protective Restrictions of the Plat of 
Scatchet Head, as recorded with the Island County Auditor under Auditor’s File No. 
187635: 

"9. No hogs, cattle, horses, sheep, goats, similar livestock, or poultry shall be 
permitted or maintained on said property at any time. Cats and dogs as household 
pets, not exceeding a total of two in number, except for litters for a period of ninety 
(90) days, shall be permitted but must be kept on the premises of the owner. Not 
more than one accessory building on any one building site shall be permitted for use 
in housing of cats and dogs. Any such building shall be located less than (30) feet 
from any place of human habitation other than the owners." 

 



We propose the following change to the first sentence of section 9 which removes “poultry” 
and moves “or” in front of “similar livestock”, and we propose adding additional language 
regarding said poultry before concluding the section as before regarding cats and dogs. 

"9. No hogs, cattle, horses, sheep, goats or similar livestock shall be permitted or 
maintained on said property at any time. Non-commercial poultry of small 
backyard flocks are permitted with the following considerations: 

a. Roosters shall not be permitted. 

b. 1 chicken per 1000 square feet of lot area. Coops should be 5 feet from 
property lines and are not allowable in front yards. Coops must be safe and 
enclosed, with any roaming areas fully fenced. 

c. Flocks will be maintained according to the guidelines detailed in the 
attached Scatchet Head Community Chickens Guide. 

Cats and dogs as household pets, not exceeding a total of two in number, except for 
litters for a period of ninety days, shall be permitted but must be kept on the 
premises of the owner. Not more than one accessory building on any one building 
site shall be permitted for use in housing of cats and dogs. Any such building shall 
be located less than (30) feet from any place of human habitation other than the 
owners." 

Supporting Materials 
To support this proposal, we will provide guidance and materials to the Board, the SHCC 
OƯice Manager, and to Residents, as requested. This guidance will include the below 
(please note these are drafts and will be finalized by the time any change takes eƯect): 

1. Scatchet Head Community Chickens Guide: provides detailed guidelines and 
information on maintaining healthy flocks within our community. 

2. Resource Contact Guide for Chicken Ownership: lists our community chicken 
stewards who can help residents evaluate their chicken needs and assist in 
planning for chicken care that complies with our Guide. 

3. Communication Costs: we understand that pursuant to Article X of the SHCC 
Bylaws there will be a mailing to communicate Bylaw amendments in writing. 
Several residents have volunteered to contribute towards covering the cost of this 
mailing so as to not place that burden on the SHCC directly. And should a request 
for a vote for ratification of this Board action arise, we will also cover the costs of 
that mailing. 



Additional Consideration 
Some members of the community are also planning to create a Scatchet Head Community 
Cooperative, the purpose of which is to build food, community, and ecological resilience. 
This volunteer association will serve to support members with gardening information and 
resources around everything from composting, rainwater gathering, planting guides, tool 
sharing, vacation support and, hopefully, chicken care.  

Our intention is to build support and resiliency throughout the community, and those 
members committing to work together in this way will also provide significant support and 
guidance to any members who desire to also have chickens. Which is to say, concerns 
about chickens becoming potential nuisances will be mitigated in a number of ways.  

By supporting one another in these ways we are certain that this proposed change will 
provide a net benefit to the community and help foster deeper connections between 
members of our neighborhood. 

We believe these changes will enhance our community by allowing residents to engage in 
sustainable practices while maintaining the peaceful and orderly environment we all value. 
We appreciate your consideration of this proposal and will provide answers to any 
questions you may have. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 

 

Sincerely, 

Members of the Scatchet Head Community Club 

  



Scatchet Head Community Chickens Guide 
This guide is a starting point for owning chickens in our community. 

1. Can I keep roosters? 

 No, roosters are not permitted due to noise concerns. Hens are quieter and 
suƯicient for egg production. 

2. How many chickens can I keep in my backyard? 

 You can keep 1 chicken per 1000 square feet of lot area. Ensure you have enough 
space for them to roam and for their coop. 

3. What should I feed my chickens? 

 Chickens need a balanced diet that includes commercial chicken feed, fresh 
vegetables, grains, and occasional treats like mealworms. Always provide fresh 
water. 

4. How often should I clean the chicken coop? 

 Clean the coop at least once a week to prevent the buildup of waste and reduce the 
risk of disease. Regularly replace bedding and disinfect surfaces.  

5. How do I protect my chickens from predators? 

 Ensure the coop is secure with sturdy fencing and a locked door. Use hardware cloth 
instead of chicken wire for added protection. 

6. What should I do if my chicken gets sick? 

 Isolate the sick chicken and consult a veterinarian experienced with poultry. Keep 
an eye out for common signs of illness like lethargy, loss of appetite, or abnormal 
droppings. 

7. How can I ensure my chickens are happy and healthy? 

 Provide a clean, safe environment with plenty of space to roam. OƯer enrichment 
activities like dust baths, perches, and toys. Regularly check for signs of stress or 
illness. 

8. Do chickens need special care during winter? 

 Yes, ensure the coop is well-insulated and draft-free. Provide extra bedding and a 
heat source if necessary. Keep water from freezing and maintain a balanced diet. 



9. How often do chickens lay eggs? 

 Most hens start laying eggs at around 6 months old and can lay one egg per day, 
depending on the breed and conditions. 

10. Can chickens be kept with other pets? 

 Chickens can coexist with other pets like cats and dogs if introduced properly and 
supervised. Ensure other pets do not pose a threat to the chickens. 

 

  



Resource Contact Guide for Chicken Ownership 

Introduction 
This guide is designed to assist residents who are interested in starting backyard chicken 
flocks. It provides essential contact information and basic steps to get started, ensuring 
residents understand the rules and receive the support they need. 

Contact Information 
Co-op Committee 

For in-person consultations and guidance on starting your backyard chicken flock, please 
contact our Co-op Committee: 

 Name: Who Will Do This? 

 Email: [chairperson@example.com] 

 Phone: [123-456-7890] 

Additional Contacts 

 Name: Who Will Do This? 

 Email: [chairperson@example.com] 

 Phone: [123-456-7890] 

Getting Started with Chickens 
Step 1: Initial Consultation 

Contact the Co-op Committee to schedule an in-person consultation. During this meeting, 
you will: 

 Share your plans for keeping chickens. 

 Review the HOA guidelines and rules for backyard flocks. 

 Receive personalized advice on coop design, flock size, and care. 

Step 2: Planning Your Flock 

Consider the following when planning your backyard flock: 

 Number of Chickens: 1 chicken per 1000 square feet of lot area. 



 Breed Selection: Choose breeds that are well-suited to your climate and needs 
(e.g., egg production, temperament). 

 Coop Design: Ensure your coop is secure, well-ventilated, and meets HOA 
guidelines (e.g., 5 feet from property lines, not in front yards). 

Step 3: Setting Up Your Coop 

 Materials: Use sturdy materials to build a predator-proof coop. 

 Space: Provide at least 2-3 square feet per chicken inside the coop and 8-10 square 
feet per chicken in the run. 

 Nesting Boxes: Include one nesting box for every 3-4 hens. 

 Roosting Bars: Install roosting bars for chickens to perch on at night. 

Step 4: Care and Maintenance 

 Feeding: Provide a balanced diet of commercial feed, grains, and kitchen scraps. 

 Watering: Ensure fresh water is always available. 

 Health: Monitor for signs of illness and maintain clean living conditions. 

 Predator Protection: Use hardware cloth instead of chicken wire and secure the 
coop at night. 

Step 5: Ongoing Support 

 Workshops: Attend hands-on classes about chicken care, feeding, and coop 
design. 

 Community Support: Participate in the “Chicken-Share” program for shared care 
responsibilities. 

 Vacation Care: Utilize the community support network for help with watering and 
tending to your flock while you’re away. 

Conclusion 
By following this guide and utilizing the resources provided, residents can successfully 
start and maintain backyard chicken flocks. For any questions or additional support, 
please contact the Co-op Committee. 

 

 


